IF the project directions had been: find three examples of songs showing
characteristics of ska/reggae music, this could be a sample paper.
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Twelve Cents for Marvin, a Fort Collins local ska/reggae
band, played shows and released albums from 1996 until
2008. (personal experience) Ska and reggae started in the
1960s, and ska evolved, changing sounds in the 1970s
and again in the 1980s.(Wikipedia) Forming in 1996,

velve Cents for Marvin was heavily influenced by all N Of\l
three waves of skayjas well as reggae. Twelve Cents for 2 j
Marvin's 2006 album "Change" has an example of first NAVES ?

wave style ska with track 15, second wave ska with track A'l Scwss ed
02 and reggae wi b

Ska music started the 1960s in Jamaica. (Wikipedia) —9 5 00d Jo\c cvh vj ) |
Called “first wave ska,” the common characteristics 08 'F‘L +s .. \ouJ\' Wil ! ?
include guitars and keyboards played on the upbeats, < )
walking bass lines and horn melodies. (Wikipedia)
Walking bass lines feature quarter notes played on the
down beats and note choices that outline the chord
qualities. (personal experience) Playing upbeats provide a . 7
syncopated feel and is the dominant characteristic of ska, C—l— W.'—-l
so much so that it is the reason ska is coined “ska:” ———— nn V\ 0 N .
(Wikipedia) Track 15 "Common Bond" has a walking ba .
Ii1r_1§, out.ltiningI the charai:teristtiﬁs of Lhe ;:horg ?hualti:ies. G)(p lq In More ‘Qbrou;\-

e guitar plays accents on the upbeat, and the horns ) "7
play a written, harmonized line. This combination of w\’\‘j S ka -

characteristics represents first wave Jamaican Ska.

In the 1970s, ska had a revival in popularity, this time

arising in England. (Wikipedia) Tempos were faster, and EV i dg ence .
songs had a harder edge. (Wikipedia) Second wave or“2 ~ —
Tone” ska merged Jamaican ska with punk rock. 7 . . . ?
(Wikipedia) The “2 Tone” name arose due to the “racial m \I\) ) \Ll fLE Aia "
tensions” of the times. (Wikipedia) Track 02 "Shouting in : 1

the Dark" retains the classic walking bass line and guitar N 2 ar
upbeat accents characteristic of ska music. “Shouting” D°h4 ISR \ \C <

has a faster tempo than “Common Bond.” Additionally, a
distorted guitar updates the sound and attitude of the
song, having this song fit in with other second wave ska M LA Fcr medk =2 W ot
songs.
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Reggae also developed in the 1960s in Jamaica, but has a The Works Cated b‘ st.
slower tempo. (Wikipedia) The “skank” is the sound

created by guitars and keyboards and is a classic

component of reggae music, and a variation of this sound ~ ~ \'\) L\E’,(Q ore —h"“

is the “bubble”. (Wikipedia) The bubble is more complex Sona S M,WPLQ s K H.Q\,_,
that the “skank”, with pickup notes framing the “skank”. 3 -
(Wikipedia, personal experience.) Drums focus on the cd ke haese
third beat of the measure and the bass lines are more Cown I’ ex

syncopated. (Wikipedia) Track 10 "The Cure" has a drum e X @ p\ es 7~

beat emphasizing beat 3, keyboard playing the "bubble"

and a common reggae chord progression, characteristics E—\/ 1 de nee B/C
) 4y

of reggae.
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Ska has had three main periods of popularity: first wave §T incwdud
starting in the 1960s, second wave, or “2 Tone” in the So'\ﬁs are N e ’

1970s, and third wave in the 1980s and 1990s. Reggae
started in the 1960s. Twelve Cents for Marvin formed in

1996, late enough to be influenced by ska and reggae. Me chanics . P\ e .
From the 1960s influence of first wave ska and reggae oarepnd impe I &
found in “Common Bond” and “The Cure” respectively to errofrs . w F%

the faster and more aggressive “Shouting in the Dark”, fe &k b\ oL’. \. e '\5 slc.

Twelve Cents for Marvin was influenced by ska and

reggae in three songs from the 2006 album “Change.”
Works cited:
, accessed 10/23/2012

Personal Experience: I am one of the founding members of
Twelve Cents for Marvin, playing bass since 1996.

% http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ska, accessed 10/23/2012



